
New Catholics and First Eucharist

On my way to Mass last weekend, I had the pleasure of seeing a
member of this year’s RCIA group walk toward the church.  In an
instant, I realized this was the first Sunday at which he could join us at
the Eucharistic table.  I said to him, “You can do ALL OF THE THINGS
this morning!” He grinned and said, “Yes, and I’m looking forward to
it!”

I wound up sitting behind another member of our RCIA group at Mass,
who also brought his three elementary-aged sons into the Church with
him at the Easter Vigil.  The dad decided to become Catholic because
of the witness of those in the Men’s Club of our parish, which was, as
Pope Francis said, “(N)ot a small exclusive club, but a community with
its arms wide open, welcoming to everyone.” It was a treat to see
them bring up the gifts during the offertory and see them be a part of
the community in this way, bringing up our gifts that they now share.

We joyfully witnessed the children’s baptisms at the Easter Vigil.  They enthusiastically yelled, “YES!” last
week when Father Mark asked them if they wanted to be baptized.  Their child-like enthusiasm, and
their dad’s willingness to bring them into the Church, were a highlight of the celebration.  I’d urge you to
watch the YouTube video of the vigil.

We celebrate more than 60 children this weekend as they come to the Eucharistic table for the first time
and receive the Body of Christ.  I wish I could wear a camera so you could see the happiness on the
children’s faces.  They grasp what a graced occasion this is and remind those of us who were born into
the faith, and followed a traditional path to our sacraments, that we can sometimes take them for
granted and not treasure them for the gifts they are and a source of nourishment.

In the same Mass I quote Pope Francis above, he also speaks of how God has, “’(made) himself small like
a piece of bread,’ so humble, hidden and sometimes invisible, that it is necessary that one’s heart be
large, open and vigilant to recognize, welcome and adore him.”  I think our new Catholics can teach us
old-timers a lesson – the Eucharist invites us and nourishes us to have big hearts and see Christ in all we
encounter and be in awe of that presence.

When I was asked to write this page this week, my colleague Amy Nolan thought it would be fun to
include my own First Eucharist picture.  Those of us who endured the 1970s will recognize the big hair
and polyester, but more importantly, I remember the day vividly and how excited I was to receive the
Body of Christ for the first time. I’d invite you to remember your own happiness on that day, revel in the
joy of the children and their families this weekend, and think for a few moments about how the
Eucharist nourishes you.
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- Diane Blair, Director of Pastoral Life
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